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Throughout history, strawberries have
been cultivated, nurtured and relished by the
royal families of Europe, most notably King
Charles V, who adorned his Parisian gardens
at the Louvre with 1200 strawberry plants in
1368. However it was King Louis XIV and one
of his gardeners, Jean de la Quintinie, who
took up serious cultivation of this captivating
fruit at the Palace of Versailles. King Louis XIV’s
gardener made the first detailed account in
1667 of how to develop larger berries, how to
prepare the soil and how to manage the plant.

Present day commercial strawberries
owe their existence to a chance crossing
between two varieties, Fragaria virginiana
and Fragaria chiloensis, when a French naval
engineer named Amedee FranAois Frezier
brought some plants from Chile in 1712 while
on a mapping expedition and grew them in
Brittany. The plants grew well but did not
produce berries until someone later planted
a Virginia strawberry brought from North
America in the 1600’s next to them. A whole
new variety developed from this crossing and
horticulturists named the new offspring
Fragaria x ananassa which over a course of
time had given rise to all the cultivated
varieties throughout the world.

History of Strawberry
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With the of aim of showcasing Meghalaya’s
potential to the rest of the country and the world alike,
the Government of Meghalaya took part in the
Northeast Trade Expo 2005, held at the Pragati Maidan,
New Delhi from March 7-14, 2005.  Organized on the
theme “Exotic Weaves of the Northeast”, by the
Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region,
Government of India in collaboration with the India
Trade Promotion Organisation (ITPO), the Trade Fair
saw the active participation of all the seven states of
the Northeast.

On display at the Fair were exquisite traditional
handicraft, accessories, masks, scrolls and icons, elegant
handloom and weaves, designer bamboo and cane
ware, aromatic herbs and spices, organic food,
horticultural products and delicious cuisine.

The State of Meghalaya saw representation
from the Industries Department, Tourism Department,

AT THE NORTHEAST TRADE
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M I D C ,
Information
and Public
Relations,
Agriculture
a n d
Horticulture
Department,
Sericulture
a n d
Weaving, Meghalaya Khadi and Villages Industries
Board, Meghalaya Apex Handloom and Handicrafts Co-
op Production Ltd and private entrepreneurs.

At the end of the 8 day long extravaganza,
Meghalaya was awarded the 2nd prize for Best Display
and Decoration and a special commendation was also
awarded for the Most Commercially Promising Product
range for the “Sponge Gourd” or “Sohprew”.
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In an exemplary action that other villages may
emulate, Okkapara Songgitcham under Gambegre
Development Block of West Garo Hills has kept alive
the pristine culture and tradition of the Garos, that are
fast disappearing with the advent of modernization.
Locally known as Okkabra and nestled on the low hill
slopes, it is a typical sleepy little Garo hamlet complete
with a traditional Nokpante or a bachelors’ dormitory,
a bo.rang or a tree-house and a village court right in the
centre of the village.

The replacement of a new roof (nokking pina)
over this more than 35 year old Nokpante took place
with great traditional fervour and merry-making, along
with several other traditional Garo rituals. To mark this
nokking pina and tilta songa (a two-pronged post on
which a criminal, after being tried in the village court, is
tied to and whipped with a thorny cactus-like plant)
ceremony and also to encourage the villagers to keep
their traditions alive, the Block Development Officer,
Gambegre Block, Mr. W.D. Sangma and Border Area
Development Officer, West Garo Hills, Ms. Gunme R.
Marak jointly organized the day-long programme wherein
many traditional practices of the Garos were enacted
by the villagers themselves in front of a large number of
visitors, both local and foreign, and media persons.

The organizers will also be bringing out a
documentary from the city’s programme with an aim
to expose and promote the age-old culture and traditions
of the Garos to the outside world, for which a Film
Director of UNDP, Ms. Marie Ange Sylvain, was
especially invited to attend the ceremony. She was
accompanied by BBC Coordinator from Bangladesh
Ms. Noksai Chisim and Ms. Tuhin, a Pastor also from
Bangladesh.

Before the Nokking-pina ceremony, the Nokma
or the village chieftain sacrificed a cow in front of the

newly erected Tilta. This cow is later cut into pieces,

cooked and enjoyed by the entire village. The bachelors

of the village begin removing the old thatch from the

roof to be replaced by the new one, while the women-

folk assist them in carrying the sheaves of bamboo-

leaves or wa.jak. As per the Garo traditional law, girls

are strictly prohibited from entering a Nokpante and if

at all they have to get in, they may do so only from the

rear door and not through the main entrance. If any girl

is found violating this law they have to pay a heavy

fine.

Mentionable, this Nokpante in Okkapara

Songgitcham is the only remaining structure of the kind

to be found in this part of Garo Hills. One of the village

elders informed that this house had stood in this village

as far as he could remember.

The nokking-pina ceremony was followed by

other rituals and Wangala dance accompanied by merry-

making and feasting. In the course of the day-long

programme, the villagers of Okkapara Songgitcham in

their full traditional attire enacted the journey of their

ancestors from Tibet to Garo Hills led by their leader

Jappa - Jallimpa. They also enacted the traditional Garo

marriage called do.sia and do·bik nia besides other

ceremonies related with marriage. To wind up the day-

long programme, the organizers also held a concert in

which singers of local repute kept the children and youth

of the village on their toes for most part of the evening.

Although this is the first humble attempt made

by the Gambegre BDO and BADO to encourage and

promote traditional Garo practices, the programme

proved to be a successful one. They hope to make such

programme an annual affair after revamping the old

traditional houses of Okkapara Songgitcham.
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newspapers for job vacancies and applying to
various call centres and companies. A

breakthrough came when she was offered a part
time job at the Convergence Contact Centre.
Having worked there for a month, her life took
another turn when she was offered a job at the
Oberoi Airport Services at Kolkata. Working
12 hours a day, often during late night shifts,
Mandrilla kept to her work diligently, while at
the same time kept track of vacancies in the
Airlines. Following 11months of harrowing
work, her dedication finally paid off when she
was selected for Air Sahara. That according
to Mandrilla was one of the “proudest
moments” of her life. Today Manrilla is a proud
member of the cabin crew for Air Sahara.
Attributing her success to God’s grace in her
life and her parents’ unrelenting support,
Mandrilla feels that her journey has just begun

and she has miles to go before she sleeps.

Through dint of hardwork, courage and self
belief, Mandrilla was able to achieve what most
youngsters living in small towns like Shillong only
dream of achieving. If every young person takes

a leaf from Mandrilla’s book and dare, not only to dream
but also pursue that dream, perhaps they can all find
the solution to the problem of unemployment facing
the State today.

to
Saddled with big dreams and a never say

die attitude, Mandrilla Marbaniang left the safety
and security of her parents home in Shillong for
the hustle and bustle of Kolkota, to pursue her
desire to travel the skies. Belonging to a
middle class Khasi family, Mandrilla’s journey
began in the year 2001, following her
graduation from Raid Laban College at
Shillong. Filled with a burning desire to make
a name for herself but with little idea on how
to achieve her goal, she took her first step
towards financial independence by becoming
a school teacher. She then went on to learn
computers and in order to pay for the course
she took to tutoring. Not quite satisfied with
the direction she was taking, Mandrilla took her
first serious step in pursuit of her dream by taking
a Basic Cabin Crew Training course from the
Franklin Management Consultant. Although
Mandrilla graduated with flying colours, she was
unable to take advantage of the course as she
was usually intimated a day or two before the
relating interviews, which were conducted either
in Kolkata and Delhi. Frustrated yet not beaten in
spirit, Mandrilla took the decision to move to Kolkata.
Armed with her parents’ blessings, Mandrilla braced
herself to meet the challenges of living alone in a new
city. Once there, her day would begin with scanning
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