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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001
No.3/4/2019/SDR/Vol.IV Dated: 3" July, 2020

To,
The Chief Electoral Officers
all States and Union Territories.

Sub: Amendment in the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961-regarding.

Sir,

I am directed to forward herewith a copy of the Gazette Notification S.0. 1964(E) dated
19" June, 2020 published by the Ministry of Law and Justice, whereby Rule 27A of the Conduct
of Elections Rules, 1961 has, further, been amended to provide option of Postal ballot voting to

the senior citizens (65 years and above) and COVID 19 suspect or affected persons, as may be

notified by the Commission under Section 60(c) of Representation of People Act 1951.
Guidelines in this regard are being issued separately.

Kindly acknowledge receipt.

Yours faithfully,

(N.T.Bhutia)
Secretary
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MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
(Legislative Department)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 19th June, 2020

S.0%1964 (E).—In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (c) of section 60 of the Representation of the
People Act, 1951 (43 of 1951), the Central Government, after consulting the Election Commission, hereby makes the
following rules further to amend the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961, namely:—

1. (1) These rules may be called the Conduct of Elections (Amendment) Rules, 2020.
(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.
2. In the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961, in rule 27A ,—

(i) in clause (aa), after the words “or persons with disability” occurring at the end, the words, letters and figures “or
the COVID 19 suspect or affected persons™ shall be inserted;

(ii) in clause (e), for the figures and word “80 years”, the figures and word “65 years™ shall be substituted ;

(iii) after clause (e), the following clause shall be inserted, namely:—
‘(f) “ COVID 19 suspect or affected persons’™ means the electors who are—

(i) tested as COVID 19 positive by the Government Hospital or the Hospital recognised by the
Government as COVID Hospital; or

(ii) under home quarantine or institutional quarantine due to COVID 19, and certified by such
competent authority, as may be notified by the State Government or Union territory
Administration.’.

[F. No. H. 11019(6)/2019-Leg.II]
Dr. REETA VASISHTA, Addl. Secy

Footnote : The principal rules were published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary. vide number S.O. 859, dated the
15th April, 1961 and were last amended vide number S.0. 3786(E), dated the 22" Qctober, 2019.
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